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This is a beginner’s guide to Icelandic sounds, not a comprehensive lyric diction textbook

Unexpected sounds/symbols:

['] = indicates aspiration/”wet” consonant

[T [.] = indicates voiceless (a puff of air will be included); for nasals, a puff of air is sent through nose
(before if medial and after if final), for liquids, a puff of air is sent through side of mouth.

[c] = voiceless palatal plosive (a mixture of [g] and [k])

Vowels [ IPA Diph. IPA Cons. IPA Cons. IPA Nasals | IPA

i [1] or 4 [au]or §b [p] f [f1 m [m] or
[r:] [au:] [m]

i [i] 6 [oulor [p [p"] o) [6] n [n] or

[ou:] [nl
y [i:] el [ei] or d [t] b [01 ng [n] or
[ei:] [n]

e [e] or ® [ai] or t [th] S [s] nk [1] or
[e:] [ai:] 1

a [a] or au [ceilor Jg [cl, [KL, i [j1 Liquids | IPA
[a:] [cei:] [x] or

silent

u [Y] or ug [yi] k [ch], hj [¢] | [1] or

[v:] [k"], or [
[x]

o) [ce] or og [oi] \ [v] h [h] r [r] or
[oe:] [xl

u [u] or
[u:]

o) [o]or
[o:]

For more comprehensive information:
“A Short Overview of the Icelandic Sound System Pronunciation Variants and Phonetic

Transcription” by Eirikur Régnvaldsson


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_bilabial_nasal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_dental_and_alveolar_nasals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_palatal_nasal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_velar_nasal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_palatal_plosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_velar_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_dental_and_alveolar_lateral_fricatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_dental_and_alveolar_trills
https://eirikur.hi.is/ipv.pdf
https://eirikur.hi.is/ipv.pdf

